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suspecting heads : For it is the peculiar talent of this nation,
to see dangers afar off: To all which I can only say, that
our native Presbyterians, must, by pains and industry, raise
such a fund of merit, as will answer to a birth six degrees
more to the north. If they cannot arrive at this perfection,
as several of the established church have compassed by in-
defatigable pains, I do not well see how their affairs will
much mend by repealing the Test; for, to be qualified by
law forx an employment, and yet to be disqualified in fact, as
it will much increase the mortification, so it will withdraw
the pity of many among their well-wishers, and utterly
deprive them of that merit, they have so long made of being
a loyal, true Protestant people, persecuted only for religion.

If this happen to be their case, they must wait maturity
of time, till they can by prudent, gentle steps make their
faith become the religion established in the nation, after
which, I do not in the least doubt, their taking the most
effectual methods to secure their power against those who
must then be Dissenters in their turn, whereof, if we may form
a future opinion from present times, and the disposition of
Dissenters, who love to make a thorough reformation, the
number and qualities will be very inconsiderable.

Thus I have with the utmost sincerity, after long think-
ing, given my judgment upon this arduous affair; but with
the utmost deference and submission to public wisdom and
power.

1 Scott has "to accept."   [T. S.]